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TRACTS FOR THE TIMES1
(r944)
THE metaphor of a tidal wave has been used often enough in the
last few years to describe the state of Europe, and it suggests the
problem that faces those who try to estimate how much of the old
Europe survives beneath the waters, how much will be seen when
the rapidly receding flood is sucked back into its original marshes,
and what, if anything, has been gained by the catastrophe, what
debris of old institutions have been swept away for good, and what
seeds have been left in the mud. In the case of such a catastrophe
there is a human temptation to expect that the destruction has been
complete, that, in some fashion or other, a great material and moral
disaster should bear fruit in proportion to its mere material size.
And closely associated with this assumption that the moral and
intellectual books will show the same gains and losses as the
material books, is a resignation before the mere size of the problem,
a resignation that may be pessimistic or optimistic, a pessimistic
resignation to an unknown but fully determined future or an
optimistic resignation before the laws of progress. " There must
be a solution, but we don't know what it is": "There must be a
solution, we know what it is; this is it"
It is against this attitude, in either of its forms, that the very
remarkable polemic of M. Raymond Aron is directed. By an acute
and remarkably objective analysis of the present situation and of its
more recent origins, M. Aron hopes to dispel both the pessimistic
and the optimistic illusions. The survival of civilization is not
impossible; but it will not be brought about by the application of
a few dramatic and dogmatic principles* We are not bound to pass
into the hands of Mr. Burnham's managers, or of the officers of
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